John 12:23-32
“The Hour for War”

Jesus entry into Jerusalem was not like riding to a party but riding to war.
The pivotal battle is about to unfold. V.23, 27, 31 “the/this hour, now, now, now

If we serve Jesus, there will be hours where we must be warriors. 

To fight as a warrior is to refuse to yield past a certain point, to stand, and speak for truth, freedom, justice, and Christ. Isa. 50:17 to set you face like flint. Is 50:7

The Christian as warrior leaves us uncomfortable, yet it is unavoidable.


God- Ex. 15:3; Isa. 42:13; Jer. 20:11; Ps. 24:7, 8


Christ- Rev. 19:11-13


Believers- Rev. 19:14-16, Ps. 18:29
We learn much about being a warrior from Christ’s example:

1. It is OK to struggle as you are called to be a warrior. V. 27

a. It is a costly undertaking

b. It is comforting to the struggler

2. How to know what you are called to fight. V. 27 

a. You see it and feels its weight in a way others don’t

b. God confirms it. v. 28, 29
3. How to have strength to be a warrior. V. 28
a. Last week- relationship with Christ- v. 24

b. Seeing God the Father as good- v. 27

Where do you need to be a warrior, take a stand, stop yielding, speak out against something? Which relationship is suffering by your passivity?

Because God the Father is good, you can stand, speak out, and fight.  

Children’s Corner

1. What command of Jesus do you struggle to keep out of fear?
2. How good do you see your heavenly father, not that good, pretty good, or thoroughly good, and why?

3. Parents, tell your kids of a time when you stood up for the right thing and got clobbered publically, but God encouraged you privately. And then tell of a time when you stood up for the right thing and God publically came to your aid.

