
SESSION ONE:

What Does It Mean to Be “Evangelical”?

DEFINITION: An “evangelical” is simply one who ___________   and is 
_____________________ by the “evangel” (literally, the “good news”) of Jesus Christ in
his or her life in a genuine and personal way.

 To become a member of our congregation, you must be able to make a credible
profession  of  faith  in  Christ  and submit  to  the  government  and discipline  of  the
church. This involves wholeheartedly answering “yes” to five (5) questions that we
ask  of  all  those  seeking  to  join  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  America  (PCA)
congregation. The first three of those questions focus on your personal relationship
with Jesus Christ. They address three essential truths. 

THREE ESSENTIAL TRUTHS

In order to become a member of Eastbridge Presbyterian Church, you must be a true
Christian as the Bible explains what that means. The core of what is understood and
believed can be summarized in three essential truths:

 We must believe the ________________ about ourselves.

Question 1 — “Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, 
justly deserving his displeasure, and without hope save in his sovereign mercy?”

 “Sin  is  any  lack  of  conformity  to  or  transgression  of  the  law  of  God”

(Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 14 (see 1 John 3:4, James 2:10).

Sin is any deviation from the perfect will of God. The very first sin (a prototype

of all sin) involved a                                                                      and a -

_________________________, namely oneself. At its core sin is a matter of

stubborn  _________________ that puts the same confidence in something

that God has made that must be put in God alone (All sin therefore is some

form of Idolatry – Rom. 1:24-25). And it results in death. Romans 6:23 —

“For the wages of sin is death …”

 According to ROMANS 3:23, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

and so deserve ________________ as punishment for our sin (Rom. 1:18).

 The worst news of all: there is nothing we can do to change the situation 
because we are _______________ and are ________ to save ourselves.  
Ephesians 2:1, 3 — As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and 
sins … by nature objects of wrath.

To Sum Up — As the Bible makes clear, things are worse than we could ever 
imagine. We’re living in spiritual death now and only have Hell to look forward to 
in our future. However, God did what we could not—which leads to the second 
essential truth we must come to believe.
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  We must believe the ________________ about Christ.

Question 2 — “Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and
Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon him alone for salvation as he
is offered in the gospel?” 

 You must believe what the Bible teaches about _____________. Namely…

  That Jesus is the Son of God … ________ and ________.  (JOHN 1:1, 14).

  That Jesus is “the Christ”… the  _________________ of Israel who was
sent  to redeem his people (ACTS 2:36; ISAIAH 53).

 You must believe what the Bible teaches about ______________.  Namely…

 That  Jesus  is  the  Savior  of  sinners  whose  perfect  life  of  obedience
supplies the righteousness which God _________ (or credits) to us so that
we might be declared righteous in his sight (ROMANS 3:21-22).

 That he has paid the penalty for our sin and purchased our pardon
as our ___________ on the cross (see ISAIAH 53:5-6; ROMANS 5:8). 

Isaiah 53:6 — We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

 You must transfer your trust from yourself to Jesus:

 ___________ of your sin and turning to God for mercy (LUKE 18:9-14) …

 __________ Christ as  your Savior and Lord (ACTS 16:31; ROMANS 10:9)
…

 And _________ on his completed work of redemption rather than relying
on your own good deeds and sincere efforts  at  pleasing God for your
salvation (EPHESIANS 2:8-9).

 When you do this, several things will happen:

 You  are  given  __________,  beginning  now  and  lasting  for  all  eternity
(JOHN 6:47; 1 JOHN 5:11-12; ROMANS 6:23).

 You become a _____________ in Christ, transformed from the inside out
(2 CORINTHIANS 5:17).

 You are _________ into the family of God, with all the rights and privileges
that go with it (JOHN 1:12; EPHESIANS 1:3-6)

 The Holy Spirit ________ you, and He empowers you to live the Christian
life and guarantees all of the promises of the gospel to you (1 JOHN 4:13;
ROMANS 5:5; ROMANS 8:9).

To Sum Up — What we could never do for ourselves, God did for us in his Son 
Jesus Christ … and the question that each of us has to answer in light of this is: 
“Have I transferred my trust from self to Jesus Christ?” Life and death, Heaven 
and Hell, hang in the balance.
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 You must follow Jesus Christ as Lord.

Question 3 — “Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the
grace of the Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes a follower of
Christ?” 

 When we become Christians, we are called to a life of love (MATT 22:34-40).

 The first commandment: _______________

 The parallel commandment:  _____________________ 

 The way that  we demonstrate  love  for  the  Savior  is  by  ______________
(JOHN 14:15; 1 JOHN 2:3-6).  And we will not love him except to the degree
that we trust him for his love for us (above) (1 John 4:19)

WE DO NOT ________   HIS LOVE FROM OUR OBEDIENCE / NOT _________   IT …
BUT ________________   HIS LOVE FOR US. 

  God has given us the Spirit to _________ us to live in the faith and the loving
obedience which he demands of us (GAL 5:16, 22; ACTS 1:8; ZECHARIAH 4:6).

 The ordinary means that God uses to strengthen us and cause us to grow:

 The __________ and __________ of the Bible;

 ___________, both alone and with others;

 And  receiving  the  sacraments  of  ___________ and
_______________ that  are  celebrated when the  ________ gathers  for
worship (Acts 2:42-47).

To Sum Up — As sinners, not only are we enamored with “self-salvation” through
our own good works, we are also in love with “self-rule.” Both of these must be
abandoned if we are to enter into the life which Christ offers us in the gospel … and
both must be constantly rejected if we are to live in Christ as he would have us live.

CONCLUSION

As we noted when we began, our upholding and believing the gospel message as
presented in the Word of God is something we share in common with all those who
are truly “evangelical,” whatever their denominational affiliation might be. 

We also hold in common with them a commitment  to being “evangelistic”  in our
dealings with  those who have yet  to  believe. Our desire is  to  stand shoulder to
shoulder with all who teach and proclaim the gospel of Christ, laboring with them to
win the lost to the glory of God. 
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In the sessions that follow, we’ll look at some of our distinctives as PCA 
Presbyterians — but all of those distinctives are built on the foundation of the gospel 
that we have reviewed today.
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